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Satire’smy weapon ; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet; 

I onty wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Lhieves, sipercargoes, skarpers, and directors.—Perx. 
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ABRIDGMENT OF THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION, 


PRODUCED AND ILLUSTRATED. 
a — 
(Continued from our last.) 

5. Because, in its next stage, of the captives being, like 
bales of merchandize, packed and stowed by hundreds in 
the horrid suffocating dungeon of a ship’s hold, inirons and 
in anguish, suffering cruelties, which none but fiends in the 
human form were ever capable of inventing; the accursed 
Slave Trade isthe acme of infernal wickedness. 

6. Because the Slave Trade and slave holding are among 
the most prominent mischiefs whereby, far more than other 
mischiefs, they demoralize the coutaminated natives by which 
they are passively endured, and the coirupt governments by 
which they are criminally sanctioned. 

7. Because the annually scattered seeds of those monstrous 
iniquities are exceedingly prolific of their own inherent tyran- 
ny and oppression through society at large; to the disgrace 
of an enlightened age in which they have uniformly been, and 
continue to be, a contradiction and reproach to the hoHow 
boast of improved civilization, humanity, and:religion, 
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Il]. AGAINST POWER, PRIVILIGES, PUBLIC REWARDS, OR 
TITLES BEING HEREDITARY. 


1. Because merit being personal, so ought to be reward. 

2, Because to entail autle of honour on a descendant who 
may be a driveller, a profligate, a sodomite, or a corrupt. 
underminer of a free constitution, is irrational, 
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3. Because to entail in that manner an estate, is to waste 
by anticipation the patrimony of the future public, and ex 
ceeds the authority of Representatives, who cannot law fully 
grant any other money than that of their immediate conati- 
tuents. 

4. Because a public functionary who, by eminent services, 
may have deserved well of the State, hath, 
done the duty of his station. 

5. Becanse, where liberty is the end and scope of a Con- 
stitution, there, as virtue is its own reward, an expression of 
public applause | is the utmost addition which gratifies intrine 
sic merit, and disinterested patriotism; or w hich is warranted 
by public justice, or can be conferred by faithful stewards of 
the public estate. 

6. When the splendid ceremony of a triumph, anda spri 
of laurel were the sole reward of a victor who had increased 
the fame and power of a State, or who had enriched the 
public Treasury, there was no want of emulation in the field 
of glory. 

7, Because hereditary honours, and hereditary rewards in 
wealth, which must be undeserved by all but the original and 
single ancestor, are seeds of deep and extensive corruptions. 

8. Because hereditary titles and power, being mere varie- 
ties of poisonous fungi, adhering to the ereat deleterious 
Joie Meee Shanna Meet ies they thrive, and with which 
they die, it were more for the safety of the children of frec- 
dom, that such dangerous fungi should not exist. 


after all, only 
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IV. AGAINST THE ANNUAL EXPENDITURE OF THE STATE 
EXCEEDING ITS ANNUAL RESOURCES, AND THEREBY 
INTRODUCING A LIBERTICIDE FUNDING SYSTEM. 


1, Because, what is vulgarly called a Funding System is, 
in fact, a Swindling System, being a mischievous invention, 
clothed in a mysterious jargon of useless words, whereby 
Usurrens of representative authority first introduced, and 


such Usurrers have ever since, in violation of public right, 


continued the iniquity of making the national expenditure of 
a year to excced the nattoual resources of the same year. A 
case which, to this age, exemplifies the misfortune of being 
ignorant of ‘the PRINCIPLES of government; and the wicked- 
ness of once breaking down a barrier of liberty and property, 
by violating any one of those principles; and a case which 
also proves, that those who do this ure not Statesmen, but 
the empty and presumptuous creatures of faction 

2. Because that violation of public right must be seen and 
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understood, when it is considered that, agreeably to the Eng- 
fish Constitution, as well as to the eternal principles of free 
government, even genuine representative authority Cannot ex- 
ceed the term of one year; and that annual Representatives 
can only lawfully tax those by whom they were elected, and 


~ 


authorised to be, for that wear, the Trustees and Stewards of 
their liberty and property. 

3. Because, not at present to lay any stress upon the fact, 
that the Alembers of the House of Comusuien, who were 
elected in the year 1689, were not t traly representatives of the 
nation, but merely of those persons hy ho, in consequence of 
a series of furmer seieestiialy had become a small body, 
who monopolized sufirage,—not, at present, to lay any stress 
on that fact, yet it is certain, that the said Members of the 
House of Commons, whose authority, imperfect as it was, 
obviously term nated in the year 1690, had, nevertheless, not 
only continued un! lawfully to hold their seats until the year 
1694, but even then they enacted that deep stab to public 
liberty, the nefarious Knroe NnraL Act, under the spurious 
sanction whereof they continued to hold their seats until that 
Parlianicnt was dissolved, in the year 1695; whence it is ap- 
parent, that, from and after the year 1690, to the time of 
such dissolution, they were Usurpers of legislation. 

4. Because it was those Usurpers who, in the said year 
1694, under pretence of preserving the balance of power 
among the States of Europe, but really intending to support 
their revolutionary King against the King they had de- 
throned, or, in other words, their own domes! ic: faction 
against another domestic faction,—it was those crafty 
Usurrers who first premeditately violated the public free- 
dom, by making the expenditure of one year to exceed the 
resources of that year; and, to that end, raising money by 
a loan; thereby purposely, as well as professedly, to induce 
the creditors to support those who had effected the Revolu- 
tion—not on a noble public principle, but on that of a selfish 
private interest, always adverse to the public interest.* 





* A violation of the Constitution, as observed by Lord Chancellor 
Somers, foliowed by Chief Baron Eyre, &c. &e. &e., * is the greatest 
‘© of all tteasons.’’ Treason incurs a forfeiture of all property,—and 
in'Treason, 2+ in Murder, none are accessaries but ail are princi- 
pals; so, in the strict letter of constitutional law, the lenders, with 
the borrowers, are alike T'railors, and their whole property forfei! ae 
ble; wherefore, at the least, what, in that work of iniquity, they leat 
was thereby forfeite }. The same will hold good in respect of all sub- 
sequent lenders. Now, whatever i: mifigution may be aliuwed lo the 
plea of igroraice, this is the ultimate qeestion — Shall the Consti- 
* tution be annihilated, and the Nation lose its liberties; or Traitors, 

whose i eset e of the Constitution is itself a degree gi crime, 


lose 
& part, at lea: , of money lent in such acause? 
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5. Because it is now evident, that the DEBT, caused by 
the swindling invention called the Funding System, is not 2 
debt of the plundered and deluded people of England, but of 
the Usurprers, by whose iniquitous violations of the Consti- 
tution it has been contracted. 

6. Because such a Funding System leads to profligate tam- 
pering with the circulating medium of pecuniary transac- 
tions ; to the converting of prudent trade into gambling ad- 
venture, and commercial integrity into swindling specula- 
tion; likewise to a depreciation of the currency; and to 
paper substitutes for solid coin; as well as to extreme fluc- 
tuations in the value of property, obtained by honest indus- 
try; and, moreover, to a wide-wasting ruin, to a crucl and 
terrific pauperism, and toa shocking decay of morals. 

7. Because such a Swindling System generates myriads of 
intestine vermin, that, by feeding on the vitals of the State, 
bring on a deep decline, which, if not speedily cured, ends 
in inevitable dissolution. 

8. Because a Funding System is an axe of despotism at 
liberty’s root, and a beastly hoof that crushes property in the 
ege. 

9. Because none of the evils of the swindling invention 
had ever been known in England, prior to the accursed pre- 
cedent in the said year 1694; whereas it is an historical 
fact, that, for more than a thousand yeurs anterior to that 
epoch, England had been wntaved a single shilling for paying 
the interest of a debt; whereas, on that account alene, and 
in respect of a debt which is not that of her people, but that 
of tyrannical Usurrers, the oppressed people are now an- 
nually taxed more than seven hundred millions of shillings, 
exclusive of taxes for supporting the most expensive govern- 
ment in the world. 

10. Because, although in dona fide matters of manufacture, 
trade, or commerce, depending oncredit, Billsof Exchange, 
or other paper representatives of money, may, and ought to 
be allowed; yet, in the payment of rents, stipends, wages, 
and the interests of private debts, as well as in the dealings 
at fairs, markets, inns, or other resorts in the ordinary ine 
tercourses of society, no payments in paper ought to be per- 
mitted, with the sole exception of an Exchequer paper money, 
the Exchequer itseif being the sole national Bank, and its 
paper always convertible into coin on demand; its original 
Jedger for each distinct month in every year, regularly ex- 
amined by twelve members of the national representative 
assembly, each respectively signing a report of its correct- 
ness, or the contrary, for the monthin respect of which he 
has been the examiner, 
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Li. Because of the Funding System having generated great 
abuses in the uses of paper money, it is likewise necessary to 
leok to the conduct of Country Banks, which, by the innu- 
werable instances of their insolvency, have so often spread a 
wide desolation and misery among a credulous population, 
wherefore exemplary punishment ought to await country bank- 
ing insolvents, wherever their failure can be proved to have 
arisen from over-trading, or hazardous speculations, with the 
money of others; or where their insolvency have been the 
consequence of extravagant living at the expence of their 
dupes. 

12. Because England, at the present awful juncture—as 
the deadly fruit of her ignorant, improvident, and highly 
criminal Funding System, is become a melancholy monument 
of decrepitude and disgrace, insolently shut out from any in- 
fluence towards preserving a balance of power, by aiding the 
weak against the strong, or the virtuous aspirants to freedom 
against impious despotism; so that, for preserving even her 
own independence, she hath no means left, other than by a 
complete recovery of her own inestimable constitution; and 
thereby of bringing together in her representative assembly 
the collective ability, virtue, and energy of her people; and, 
by a crand effort of true statesmanship, combining wisdom, 
justice, and benevolence, annihilating at one stroke a large 
proportion of that DEBT, which, as already dem onstrated, 
is, nota DEBT of the nation, bat of the tyrant USURPERS 
of her Legislative authority; as well as by insuring an early 
extinction of the remainder, whereby She shall ence moie 
regain her dignificd rank among the nations; instead of 
beeo ming an object of derision to crowned idiots and mon 
sters, their profligate keepers called ministers, pointing in 
her face the finger of scorn, as she sinks in the gulph of a 
ruin and slavery the most abject. 

13. Because, although the operation, like that of the 
knife of scicnce, which saves life and restores health by 
giving vent tothe corrupt acrimony of an ulcer, must give 
momentary pain, it is absolutely necessary as the sole meuns 
of cure, and the sconer performed the more safe. 

14. Because, so long as a state can resort to its eas % 
at home and abread, in lands and other sii NES a Te 
sumption of leases corruptly g eranted—to a universal abo). 
tion of sinccures—-to savings in the ning incident to rel - 
gion, beyond the honourable emoluments cf a Christian n.)- 
nistry, and toa rigid economy in all its departments; it 
without Apolo » for continuing a uny! ust taxes, OM account «} 
2 DEGYT which no fegislature ever had authority to cou! 
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15. Because, as the means of a wealthy existence, is 
alike a paramount claim of a community, as well as of every 
blameless and industrious member of the same; so, for re- 
covery from a life-threatening disease of the community, ex- 
treme superfiuity is to be first retrenched, before indigence 
be crushed into an excess of suffering; ws therefore, ahve re 
there is a great surplusage of property for a supply of lux- 
uries, it onght to be proportionally taxed, before the neces- 
saries of life be abridged. 

16. Because, to oppress the operative classes, by whose 
Jabour all wealth is produced, ‘is impiety superadded to im- 
policy. 

17. Because the Funding System where there is no fund, 
here reprobated as a fraud; and an unpayable debt here 
condemned as a grievous oppression on generations unbora 
when it was contracted, —a very mill- stone for sinking a na- 
tion in slavery —can find no apology ina debt of any country, 
having ample funds for both interest and principal in national 
lands c of immense extent and value, daily, by their cultivation, 
augmenting the wealth, strength, and stability of the state, 
and fortitying the freedom of the people. 

. Because, from the well-known taxation on our English 
hiner of ten shillings in every etghiecn shillings of wages 
ere thirds of those taxes at the least having, in contract- 

ing the debt, been illegally imposed by Usurpers of Legisla- 
tion were biteee that labourer’s father was born, it will be 
seen, that, for the crime of those Usurpers; the poor man is 
sentenced tothe punishment of hard labour for more than one 
hundred and twenty duys in every year of his life. 
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V. AGAINST CULTIVATING FOREIGN COMMERCE ON IM- 
; MORAL OR IMPOLITIC PRINCIPLES. 


1. Because, foreign commerce not being essential to the 
wealth and duration of a state, but the act of private indivi- 
duals, more intent on the acquisition of wealth than on the 
weal of their native land, it is only to be so far permitted and 
patronized as may consist with true patriotism. 

2. Because the foregoing proposition is illustrated in the 
case of Sparta, where an actual forbiddance, and a real exclu 
sion of foreign commerce, have ever been numbered among 
the causes of Sparta having hada Jonger duration than any 
other ancient state. 

3. Because, when natives of a free land, for prosecuting 


foreign commerce, have mach irequented fore Ts nm countries 
that are not fre » NV here wealth has more respect than inde 
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pendent integrity, finally with their riches settled at home 
and in great 1onorance of the Constitution, those riches ex 
pended agreeably to the manners and usages with. which thev 
are most acquainted, naturally tend to corrupt the morals of 
the nation; while their easily-gratified ambition of magis- 
tracy, and their easily-purchased scats of Legislation equally 
tend to undermine the freedom of the state. j 

4. Because those who, for private gain, study not the in- 
terest, and who renounce the protection of the State, when 
they voluntarily expose themselves to the caprices of despot- 
tsm, or wher they incur punishment by violating its decrees, 
ought not to be avenged by war, which inflicts a grievous evil 
on the community, who in such an affair have no concern. 

). Because foreign commerce can only become a national 
concern, so faras it may be the subject of national treatics, 
framed on equitable principles for national advantage, and its 
strict accordance with the Constitution. 

§. Because an influx of wealth by foreign commerce, needs 
to be an object of vigilant jealously ; so that the riches it may 
bring Im may not contaminate morals, or institutions, nor be- 
cause in the hands of rulers means of unbounded mischief; 
but that, by wise laws, may be directed into the right channels 
for difusing nutriment through all the ramifications of so 
cicty, nourishing, lavigorating, and adorning the body politic ; 
ever keeping in mind, that, ina truly free state, simplicity and 
moderation most adorn the individuals, while majesty, dig 
nity, and grandeur are the characteristic of the common 
wealth. 

Se eiieen * * o teal 


Vl. AGAINST COLONISING ON PRINCIPLES INCOMPATIBLI 
WITIL POLITICAL LIBERTY. 


i. Because political liberty being the direct object—tlhec 
very end and scope of all legitimate human government, It is 
a sacred duty to keep that object in view whenever a nation 
colonises; which ought to be considered as ah advance in 
diffusing liberty and happiness to the ends of the earth. 

2. Because acclony nurtured bya protecting state, and 
having with it the same habits, usages, laws, language ani 
religion, afl its prepossessions and partialities tend to rivet iis 
attachment to such a parent. . 

3. Because colonising on those principles secures an aff: 
tionate and faithfel ally, as soon as the colony is capabie ct 
independesc a 
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enmity, and war, where acolony has grown to a strength to 
fight forits freedom. 


——_a—— 


VIE. AGAINST TREATIES INCOMPATIBLE WITH HUMANITY, 
JUSTICE, OR THE FREEDOM OF ANY NATION OR PEOPLE. 


1. Because such successive treaties, as the several assien- 
toes with the unprincipled governments of France, of Genoa, 
of Portugal, and finally of England, for annually, through 
a long succession of years, supplying a professedly Christian 
king, with many thousands of innocent negroes, to be tora 
from their African homes, and brutally enslaved in America; 
such treaties, also, as those of barbarian infidels, pretend- 
ing themselves Christian potentates, for a partition of Poland ; 
the first fruits being the massacre at Warsaw; and such 
again, as the now-subsisting treaties between crowned assas-~ 
sins calling themselves disciples of Christ, but in reality 
Pagan worshippers of Molock, engaged in an impious con- 
Spiracy against the liberties of mankind, and who have writ- 
ten their true creed in the blood of a Riego: because such 
conventions inspiring universal execration are horrid beacons 
of impiety for warning free states against treaties incompati- 
ble with humanity, justice, and human liberty! 

2. Because an established character for benevolence and 
inflexible justice is toa free state a tower of strength. It in- 
Spires its clients with an assurance of protection ; its allics 
with an immovable confidence; its friends with an affec- 
tionate attachment ; and its enemies with dread. 

3. Because treaties which violate the laws of God and the 
rights of man, are NYLLITIES to be universally despised, 
and 1n IQUITIES to be universally resisted by mankind. 

3. Because, in the making of treaties, it is equally a call 
on the wisdom, as on the good faith of all the contracting 
parties, that no clause shall involve any one of them in en- 
gagements, which, in the operation of the treaties, may in- 
volve either an active or a passive persecution of, or a denial 
or aid to, any nation or people whose freedom or indepen- 


dence may hereafter be attacked by any other of the cons 
qracting partics. 
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APPENDIX. 


— a 


If the author of the original work, of which the foregoing 
Commentary is an abridgment, have ‘clearly distinguished bee 
tween the Norman Counterfeit and the genuine English Con- 
stitution, he conceives that he hath rendered an important 
service to all orders of the state, whatever may be the sacri- 
fices which patriot virtue may require of privileged persons or 
classes, for averting from their country that rivetted slavery 
and that utter ruin with which she is but too significantly 
threatened, not only by the inherent and uniform hostility of 
the Counterfett to public rights, but likewise by the ostenta- 
tiously preached doctrines ‘and the flagrant acts of an Alli- 
ance, styling itself Holy, while it impiously aims at trampling 
out the last spark of European freedom; as an indubitable 
prelude to its then employing the combined Fleets and Armies 
of the European powers, for crushing in the bud all the young 
freedoms of America, ere they take too deep a root for weak- 
ening the storm. 

When the author, while reviewing the efforts of the last 
half century in England, for reforming only one branch of her 
Legislature, now contemplates the grand contest on both sides 
of the Atlantic, between unqualified Freedom and unbounded 
Despotism, although he regrets not his past labours in pur- 
suit of that partial reformation, as generally beneficial, be- 
cause bottomed in true principles, and the rejection of what- 
ever is factious; yet reasoning from those inveterate preju- 
dices observable among the eenerality of those who are more 
fortunate than the labouring classes of society, he is now of 
Opinion, that such partial reformation, had it been success- 
ful, might rather have retarded, than have accelerated, the 
full freedom of his country, as well as the accomplishment 
of a complete reformation in political government throughout 
the enlightened part of the globe; since the tendency of a 
reform, confined to the Commons House alone, would, in ef- 
fect, have been to have recommended a complex, in place of 
a simple theory; that is, an imperfect in place of a perfect 
system, thereby dividing x, instead of uniting, the pares of 
complete freedom, throughout the entire sphere of civiliza- 
tion, inacommon cause. Those tricnds ef complete free- 
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dom, observing with what assiduity the same arts of corrup- 

tion, and the same engines of mischief, are everywhere used 

by the tyrants, iu cultivating Cespotism as their common 
cause, are well instructed in the duty of ev ery where as as- 
siduously disseminating the same principles of truth and jus- 
tice, for advancing things, also, as a common cause of the 
virtues ;—a cause w hich, in the present state of things, be- 
ing thus promoted, will ‘undoubtedly triumph. 

The writer is confirmed in his present opinion when he re- 
ficcts, that it is not a mere dozen of wicked men in a Cabi- 
net, who have played into the hands of despotism, while 
Austria possessed herself of Naples and Sicily; and France 
took for her share Spain and Portugal ; and who, in the late 
Note of their dictation to Lord Strangford, show themselves 
exactly ready to play booty in aiding Russia and even Turkey, 
against the Greeks; and all this for strengthening their own 
bands against their own country ; because, in fact, that Ca- 
binet is but the instrument of our borough-monger faction, 
including the hereditary aristocracy, and all other its mem- 
bers. Consequently, it is seen that the counterfeit, which 
the writer has brought in view, (substituting we'll and plea- 
sure for law and a Constitution,) as a material part of its po- 
licy at home, makes common cause abroad with the allied 
enemies of human freedom, The imposing of military chains 
on the Italians, Spaniards, Portuguese, and French, and the 
imposing, In a spurious House of Commons, legislative 
chains on the English, are parts of one and the same couspi- 
racy against mankind; and is to be contemplated, met, and 
opposed accordingly. 

In this view of the case, the author cannot be sufficiently 
thankful to Divine Providence for the good fortune which 
hath led him to a definition of a Political Polity, in its ut- 
most simplicity, compressed within the narrow.compass of 
five Elements, wherein, as assuredly there is nought super- 
fluous, so neither seeing its inherent means of legislation, can 
aught be wanting. This simplification of the nature, as well 
as of the means of promoting the cause of freedom, must 
necessarily be of great advantage, and the author has the 

satisfaction of knowing, that enlighten ed as eners of more 
than one nation, sceing its importance to the common cause, 
have already translated the foregoing Commentary into their 
respective lan; euages; and he has reason to believe, that those 
of more than one other country either have done, or shortly 
will do, the same. 
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Here it becomes once more necessary lo notice certain very 
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raaterial errors in those written documents, which, between 
the year 1776 and the present time, have appeared under the 
denomination of “ Consiitutions,” but which, unquestiona- 
bly, ought to have had some athe title; since, of necessity, 
ali of them , In addition to the small portion of matter, ex- 
clusively exhibiting a ‘* Constitution,” have contained a 
much larger quantity of matter, merely legal, illustrative, 
and declaratory. 

Another great and glaring error, in those documents is, 
that the constitutional and the legal matter, instead of those 
matters being distinct and separate, have been so confusedly 
blended together, that no man can form a clear conception 
of what part is intended to come under one, and what part to 
fall under the other description; which necessarily deprives 
the Constitution of much of that peculiar reverence which is 
exclusively its due. Although Constitutions and Laws are 
not of different nations, being of the same family, yet a 
Constitution ought to be as distinguishable from law as a pa- 
rent from his progeny; or asa fountain from the pools, which 
its waters, in their course, may severally fill, and, from time 
to time, replenish. 

A third crror in these compositions is, the want of that lu- 
minous arrangement, which is so requisite for impressing an 
idea of high perfection; anda fourth F that those documents 
have all been greatly deficient in that dignified brevity, which 
ought to characterize the promulgation of a sovereign pco- 
ple’s will, on so grand an occasion as that of solemnly rising 
for disdainfully casting off the chains of degradation, and 
majestically asserting, before the heavenly Father and all 
earthly communities, “the sacred Right of Man to political li- 
berty. 

A Constitution, correctly conceived, is, in fact, an abstract 
body of elements, so evidently deducible from eternal prin- 
ciples of nature and truth, as to be sacred and unchangea- 
ble; while law, even that which is fundamental, ought to be 
open to change; and for this reason—‘ It may possibly say 
more than is necessary, consequently too much; or it may 
declare less than necessary, consequently too little;’ whereas 
the definition of a polity ought not-to ‘be capable of either 
subtraction or addition. Where the most abstract princi- 
pics of science, and the utmost correctness of practice mect, 
to the exclusion of whatever is ey gars there ane plus 
ulfr« is arrived at, and the summit of knowledye is attained. 

It was the want of a clear scientific paren into the nature 
of a polity which caused Pennsylvania: where, in the year 
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1776, she originally promulgated that mixture of matter she 
called her ‘‘ Constitution,” to decree, that after a given num- 
ber of years, it should be revised; as it was likewise her 
want of a defined Constitution, such as aforesaid, which, on 
that revision, misled her into the error of then departing from 
her original appointment of a single chamber of legislation, 
to the ill-advised adoption of two chambers. 

Again: the reality and nature of a State’s existence, being 
visibly recognized in a correctly defined Constitution, the Con- 
stitution may, therefore, be figurately esteemed its very life; 
whereas law can only be the occasional expression of what, to 
that life, is convenient. 

Reflecting on all these particulars, as well as on the cus- 

tomary expectation, that the individual who has brought into 
discussion an interesting subject, should, as far as he is able, 
complete what he has begun, the author does, indeed, feel it 
to be a call upon him, to vindicate his strictures on the per- 
formances of others, by furnishing, as applicable to England, 
a document free from the several objections he has noticed. 
Such a document might be of use, should she ever desire to 
carry into execution the comprehensive Reformation neces- 
sary to a reinstatement of her long-suspended Constitution ; 
that is to say, it would be a document which would come up 
to his own ideas of correctness, arrangement, brevity, dig- 
nity, and utility; whatever should be the amendments it 
might require, for satisfying the superior judgr.cnt of an 
enlightened public. 
_ He here uses ‘ Reformation’ as the right word, regardless 
of the insidious attempts that will, doubtless, be made to 
substitute the word ‘ Revolution.’ Not that ‘ Revolution’ 
is, in itself, an ill word; especially in a nation that perpe- 
tually boasts—even in its royal proclamations*—of its glo- 
rious ‘* Revolution of 1688.” But, in truth, the word ‘ Re- 
volution’ is as applicable to a change from good to evil, as 
from evil to good; while ‘ Reformation’ must signify a 
** change from worse to better.”’+ 

In the denomination or title of such a document as afore- 
said, all that is indispensable is, that it be not (like the sin- 
yleword ‘ Constitution’) inconsistent with the variety of mat- 
ter it contains; and although a denomination admits of dif- 
ferent modes of expression, the author hopes that what he 
has adopted will be found not unappropriate. In his humble 





* See that of 1798. 
+ Johuson's Dictionary. 
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judgment, such a written document may be conveniently 
condensed within the compass of three concise sections ; 
namely, I. The preamble, expressing the grand motives of 
action, together with a decree of the general matter decreed 
on. II. A definition of the specific Constitution: and ITE. 
A command, directing what, as principles, maxims, and 
laws, that are fundamental; as well as certain warnings, 
bottomed on morality and experience, against erroneous le- 
gislation, shall be placed at the head of the legal code. 

Respecting England, her case is quite peculiar; and its 
difference from that of other nations now seeking freedom, is 
strongly marked. In those other nations the evil to be 
shaken off is a naked despotism, visible to every native who 
is not mentally, or wilfully and corruptly blind. In Eng- 
land, the mischief to be got rid of, although alike destruc- 
tive, is only a mcre counterfeit, that supplants and suspends 
the real Constitution. In this case there is, however, in one 
respect, considerable difficulty ; because that counterfeit up- 
holds an inveterate tyranny, so qualified, so masked and dis- 
guised, so mystcriously cloked and hidden under specious 
forms and fictions, cunning contrivances, and artful appear- 
ances, as to be far less easy of detection, than a naked des- 
potism, or the insane sottishness of bellowing for an ‘* ab- 
solute King.” 

An evil tree, however, is known by its fruit: wherefore 
the palpable evil of England, and which demonstrates an ex- 
cess of despotism, is, at length, seen, felt, and understood, 
in a taxation without representation, infinitely exceeding what 
is practicable by any other government, however tyrannical, 
since it makes the chiidren’s children of unborn and even 
distant generations, objects of a tyrannical anticipating pil- 
lage; being doomed, through life, to a severity of toil, on 
account of a debt contracted by wicked rulers, in violation 
of the rights and liberties of the distant ancestors of those 
unborn generations. 

The case of Anglo-America partook of the two cases that 
have been contrasted, but she had these two advantages,— 
namely; Ist, the original settlers had carried with them from 
England both much knowledge, and much practical applica- 
tion of the principles of the real English Constitution, and 
had happily left behind them its corruptions; with the excep- 
tion of its complicated law. And 2dly, while ina colonial 
character, she was fortunately without the presence ofa state- 
church, of privileged power, or of hereditary meavistracy; 
whicheminent advantages gave great facilities to hercver- 
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glorious assertion of Independence; rendering her in those 
particulars, a star of distinguished lustre, for euiding other 
nations to true freedom. 

Between various other nations and England, the remedy, as 
already intimated, is likewise remarkably different. In them, 
the only remedy has been, the terrific extreme, of setting up 
a totally new, and ill adderstocd system of government. ln 
England on the contrary, all thatis necessary is, to restore an 
old and revered Constitution; which, for more than a thou- 
sand years, notwithstanding the pernicious delusions envelop- 
ing in a noxicus mist the baneful counterfeit, hath been an 
object of enthusiastic affection and devoted attachment to 
the English people, together with much knowledge of consti- 
tutional principles s¢ attered in her law-books and political 
writings, wanting only tobe brought together and pra stieully 
applied, for establis! ling a knowledge of the ConstiruTiox 

itself. 

In some of the cases, where achange in the extreme caused 
difficulties in the extreme, we have seen total and lament- 
able failures; and to the same cause must be ascribed the 
very imperfect result in France, compared with the complete 
success in Anglo-America. 

Now, although the complicated coverings- in which is 
wrapped the tyranny of England, may in one view of the case 
seem to interpose against the detection and reformation of 
that tyranny, much ‘ereater obstacles than where ihe des- 
potism is naked ; yet, on takinga different view, the univer- 
sally acknowledged principles of freedom are so familiar to 
the minds of Englishmen, (as they were to the minds of the 
Anglo-Americans prior totheir independence) that it should 
seem to imply a doubt of the wisdom and goodness of God, 
in the gift of reason to our species, to imagine that a perfect 
reformation, anda complete recovery of the EncGiisu Con- 
sTiTuTIoN will not in the full ripeness of causes be accom- 
plished; for a time must come, and peihaps in the end will 
not come at aslow pace, where the people will universall 
become sensible that they must finally determine whether they 
will be SLAVES or FREE MEN. 

It being the will of Godthat man is entitled to freedom, 
and man being taught daily to pray, that God’s “ will be done 
on earth as in heaven,” who can believe that success shall 
finally crown the impious rebellion of tlaspheming Despots, 
who in effect declare that “ God’s will shall NOT be done on 
earth?” Butif truth, justice, and freedom be according to 
the divine will, while tyranny and oppression are objects of 
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divine displeasure, it must follow, that ProvipEnce is the all 
of those who virtuously contend for a freedom founded on 
the eternal principles of God’s truth and justice; wherefore 
potent as the band of dark-minded despots may fancy them- 
selves, they in the end will find Provipence too strong for 
them. In being brought to yee that ** God's will be done on 
earth,” we are ins! ructe d, that, to promote that end is man’s 
duty; and assured that a faithful performance of that duty 
will not be unavailing. 

Itis under such impressions—it is from reflecting also on 
the admitted truth, that all government depends on public 
opinion; as well as that with regard to any person who deve- 
lopes a theory of vital importance to the community, it is of 
course expected, that, to the extent ofhis ability, he shall 
show how the same is reducible to practice, that so it may 
neither prove an zguis fatuus to mislead a nation, nora base- 
less delusion unconformabie to truth, justice, and public hap- 
piness;—it is forthese causes, the author feels it to be his 
duty to submit to critical discussion such a written document 
as in his judgment would be wanting, provided that, in publ'c 
opinion, It: chad become necessary, (here using the words of 
the Bill of tights, and the Act of Settlement)—to ‘“clawm, 
“demand, and insist upon those Rights and Liberties which are 
“ the birthright of Englishmen.” 

Should any borough patron in a fit of patriot reflection 
on the fallen condition of his country, and on the causes 
thereof, be pleased to seat me in parliament in the approach- 
ing session, he should not he deluded with stale and vague 
professions about the interests of the nation in general, and 
of his ancient borough in particular, but have a distinct 
pledge that, if God should give me strength to appear in my 
place, a motion should be made for leave to bring ina Bil 
for removing sundry unconstitutional and liberticide i innova- 
tions which have brought the United Kingdom under a spuri- 
ous system of gov ernment de Sacto, and for restoring the 
proper system of government de abe To that end, such 
Bill should contain all the necessary provisions (in case of its 
becoming in the customary ma: set an Act of Parliament) for 
causing its being, by royal authority, transmitted, together 
with three copies of the proposed document, to every parish 
in the kingdom, there to be, for several days, accessible to 

all; then to be submitted, for consideration and debate, to 
the inhabitants publicly assembled, the Chairman propound- 
ing to them this question: —‘ Do you, as part of the people 
; ‘ of Great Britain and Ireland united, approve of the sug- 
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‘gested act and deed which you have heard read, and do 
* you therefore desire that the same may, by a declarator 
* Act of Parliament, be proclaimed to be the will of the peo- 
‘ ple of Great Britain and Ireland, for a recovery and rein- 
‘ statement of their rights and liberties, according to the 
ancient, genuine, and unchangeable ConstitvuTION oF 
EnGianp? A return of the result to be immediately trans- 
mitted to the Speaker of the Commons, when, of course, a 
corresponding declaratory statute would be enacted and pro- 
claimed ; and after the passing of one other statute, to be 
entitled, ‘an Act of Recovered Rights and Liberties,’ wherein 
the mode of electing a true and proper legislative representa- 
tion of the people, and the time of their first meeting should 
be laid down, itis to be presumed the Parliament would, 
by the customary forms, be dissolved. 

If itbe asked how, inthe premises, the writer can speak 
of such a Parliament as the present as ‘‘ authorised deputies,” 
and a vehicle of the people's will, his answeris ready. They 
are in possession of the requisite power de facto; and whate 
ever may be their want of title to do evil, it consists not with 
common sense to imagine the people would refuse to receive 
good at their hands. To do good unmixed with evil, and in 
a manner that hazards no disturbing of the peace of society, 
all men, with er without any special commission, are autho- 
rised, much more a legislature de facto. 

It may perhaps, also be asked, how far the people of Scot- 
land and of Ireland can be supposed entitled to inherit the 
ancient constitution of England, which was lost and suse 
pended before either of them were politically connected with 
her ? The short answer is—that (mere names out of the ques- 
tion) the said constitution (in nothing redundant, in nothing 
deficient) being wholly founded on the eternal laws of God, 
and the inherent rights of man, is the rightful inheritance of 
every nationonearth, whether such nation be under indivi- 
dual or confederated government. 

Then, considering that every individual government has, 
in respect of terriforial extent, a natural boundary, that is, 
to be a just Government, it must be within such bounds as 
will admit of all the people enjoying all the rights and bene- 
_fits of free government. Where the practicability of such an 
enjoyment ends, federal government, if the people are so 
disposed, begins. Out of this principle may arise a problem 
to be hereafter solved, between England, Scotland, and Tre- 
Jand. In North America we see a splendid instance of the 
operation of such political wisdom. And there are strong 
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Tt rye vty, ; | > hye “es } } 
hrovuguodt the author's work, no dark or mysterious dog- 


‘mas have been ¢ advanced: no metaphy sical refinements have 


been resorted to; no jesuitical sophisiries for puzzling the 
fecble-minded or half-learned have been introduced ; nor have 
any equivocal doctrines becn preac me d, but the simple logic 
of common sense, and the sober reasonings of a plain man 
have been wholly depended on. It is not by such a course 
that writers either delude others or deceive themselves: and 
he believes that he has made out a case in which plain men 
are fully c competent to decide, whether he have or have not 
“produced” the long hidden, and therefore long suspended, 

Evanisn Constirution. 

But still, i? his premises be unsound, or if his conclusions 
be defective, the accumulated knowledge, together with the 
penctrative intellect of this enlightened age and nation, be- 
pug abundanily sufficient to overwhelmn any false doctrines 

vith reputation, oe errors, if such there be, can do no mts- 
chief ‘How transcendant the benefts of free discussion! It 
is only by free discu S810 n, giving full scope even to erroneous 
opinions, that truth i itself ean be completely elicited. 

As a state phy ysician, he does not, as some have done, 
first put bis patient in ahigh fever, and then, fer a cure, or- 
der copicus draf ts of inflammatory stimulants; nor, where 
that patient is sinking under a putrid disease, ain life ap- 
pears on the lakak extinetion, does he, as some have diate 
resort for a cure to copious and repeated bleedings. His 
practice is the reverse. For a high state of inflammation he 
administers the febrifuges of sober reason, and sedative de- 
monstration ; for a sinking under complicated corruptions, 
when the last spark of vitality seems flitting, it is then that 
he depends on excitement, for arousing the dormant ener- 
gies of nature, whereby life alone can be saved. 

Before, however, the draft of a supposed final document, 
for announcing the completion of an all-embracing reforma- 
tion can with full advantage wi ese it is to be observed, 

that in consequence of the peculiarities in the case of Eng- 
land, a broader basis of principles and axioms, than in the 
less comidilenied cases of other countries, or than hath al- 
ready been furnished, for the partieular illustration of the 
five elements of her polity, mages may be requisite. 
it “ therefore convenicot, that, to those principles of partt. 
aniar illustration already set forth, there should new be sub- 
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yoined others that are applicable to the elements collective! ; 
or, in other words, tothe Constitution generally. Such as 
at present occur, being thirty-two innumber, are as follow : 

1. That the Anglo-Saxon polity, or English Constitution, 
being eminently simple, and, founded as it is, on a few self- 
evident principles, it 1s so happily luminous, as to be 
adapted to the capacities of any people, learned or un- 
learned. 

2. That, on the contrary, the counterfeit imposed by the 
fraud and. force of the Novman, being a mixed medley of 
many right principles, and a great mass of incongruous in- 
novations crudely jumbled together, so that the compound, 
betraying a gross ignorance in the science of civil govern- 
ment, and being creatly at variance with reason, justice, and 
belstsin freedom, it therefure, as a political system, 1s so 
utterly unintelligible, that it hath been found to have ex- 
ceeded the ability of the most learned, ever to have given of 
it a satisfactory definition. 

3. That this is the more obviously true, inasmuch as 
nearly thirty years ago, it is a well-known fact, that an emi- 
nent advocate of liberty and of the ‘* Rights of Man,” ex- 
pressly challenged the learned of the land, in w ords ad- 
dressed to the accomplished Edmund Burke, to ‘* produce 
“the English Constitution, wei such thing existed ;” mean- 
ing, of course, the sysiem spok ken of by Fielding, when he 
said, “ there is nothing so mucl: talked of and so ‘little un- 
“ derstood, in this country, as the Constitution;” a challenge 
on the part of the aforesaid advocate ofthe ‘ Rights of Man,” 
to which it is equally well known, that no one of the learned 
ever did reply in the only way whereby it could be answered ; 
namely, by a definiiion. 

4, ‘That the said Norman counterfeit wes never more truly 
depicted than when, by the said advocate of the “ Rights of 
Man,” it was scoffed at, as ‘‘a form of government without 
‘* a Constitution that constitutes itself with what powers it 
‘* pleases;” in which contemptuous words is seen the cha- 
racteristic of a consummate tyranny; and, exclusive of the 
ordinary experience of the tyranny, the nation of late hath 
had many an irritating verification of the words. 

5. That the nation have frequently seen, that when its 
usurping law-makers, for persecuting reformers, violate a 
Jaw of their own making, they avert punishment by making 
another law to legalize their crime. The nation have also 
seen the sale of a tax upon land, after the rate of one-fifth 
part of the land’s value, ona false assumption, that, because 
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sich A tax had become habitual, it was thercfore in such law- 
makers a vested property. On this false assum pHiat, thev 
sold the tax, aad spent the money on a war they had waged 
avainst reform and keeediouy : wherein the said law-ma kers, 
who conter on themselves ‘ powers they please,” caused 
tne nauion sensibly to feel the nature of what is called a 

‘ Constitution as by law established ;” since that precedent 
four times more acied spon, would confiscate the whole estate 
of every landhelder. Such are the working of a “* Constitu- 
tion as by law established.’ 


. That, for the reasons already assigned, it is manifest, 
(has the aforesaid Anglo-Saxon potrry, with its annually 
elected ‘** assembly of the wise,” now is, asit ever has been, 
the real and unchangeable Constit UTION. OF ENGLAND. 


hat, in consequence of those founders of the Enciisi 


CONSTITUTION not having put the same in writing, whence 
it carly became in ina; vination confounded with the Anglo- 
Saxon laws ;—-!n consequence of the rooted conviction, that 
its principles were those of genuine freedom ; —in consequence 
of there not having been, on the Norman’s accession to the 
throne, any declared change of Constitution; while he and 
his family habitually swore to observe and maintain the 
Anglo-Saxon laws ;—as well as in consequence of the pei- 
petual eulogizing on the part of Priests, Lawyers, and othe: 
time-servers, of the system, meaning the unintelligible Nor- 
man counterfeit, while the nation in general echoed the panc- 

eyric, meaning the original Anglo-Saxon system—that is to 
SAY, In Consequence ‘of the collective effect of all these 
causes, there was gradually generated, in a political sense, 
exactly such anignorant and superstitious worship of an un- 
known Constitution, as, in a religoue sense, was that of the 
Athenians when they ignorantly and superstitiously worship- 
ped the unknown God. 

. That, during the early ages of the connterfeit, its pro- 
wine nt consequences were brutatity, violence, and civil war; 
aud during its later period s, the most conspicuous of ils 
traits have been faction, iutrigue, and boundless corrup- 


_ 


. That the count terfeit being as much out of nature, as 
the im aginary Spiuks, that is, a political mouster, having 0 
«human face divine, with obscene and hideous brutal paris 
betund, from age brutal parts perpetually grow out (as 
others perpetually drop off) an innumerable and voracious 
progeny with hydra heads, swollen bellies, aud open mouths, 
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uttering ina sepulchral mouatony the unceasing ery of more! 
more 

10. That the concomitants of the counterfeit in all its 
stages, have ever beeu a dark-minded ignorance of that free- 
dom whi ch so brightly siiines in the nation’s true polity; tos 
wether with a herrassing uncertainty of its so verbially un- 
certain law; auniiorm dupery cf the people by unprincipled 
palliatives, and repellant nostrums, perpetuating, in place cf 
eradicating abuses, wrongs, and ae resslons,—a necessary 
consequence of rulers couferring on themselves ‘* what power 
they please,” until even Royalty self—victim of its own 
policy—becomes a manacled pageant and instrument in the 
hands of an Oligarchy, which it formed and fostered. 

11. That when, in a body politic, the heart, the head, 

and the hand, are ina state of reciprocal hostility, it exhi- 
bits asad similitude of the self-destroving propensity of a 
maniac. 

12. That, as the heavenly spheres harmoniously revolving 
in their respective orbits, secure the order and diffuse the 
benefits of the universe; so, being the work of the same 
Almighty hand, the ciements of an earthly polity, founded 
and poized on the eternal principles of truth and morality, 
as instinctively harmonize for the order and the weal of a 
state. Suchis the Potity or ENGLAND In its pristine pu- 
rity, of fiveelements, in nought superfluous, in nought defi- 
cient, for astate’s well being! 

13. That this polity of E acland, which was a natural emana- 
tion in an unleitered age of human reason for seif-prescrvation, 
is nevertheless a satisfact tory solution, and asober realization 
of the well-known eee and desideratum of sound philo- 
sophy, ancient and modern, namely—that the most perfect 
form of government must result from a practical combination 
and harmonious union of the principles und benefits of mo- 
narchy, arislocr: acy, and democracy. 

14. That the sizuification of the word monarchy ts, that 
executive authority, under whatever title be conferred on 
one ;—of the word aristocracy, that legislation, under what- 
ever title, be cominitied to THE WISDOM oF A FEW3;—and 
of the word democ racy, thatthe people, for whose use ali 
authority is to be held, and for whose benefit itis alone to be 
applied, be sovEREIGN. 

15. Thatit is thence manifest, that government in its 
lighest perfection can only exist, where the onE who Is to 
execute, and THE FEW who are to legislate are elected by 
the sovrnF IG PEOPLE; since no otherwise can the ONS, 
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or ine FEW, who are worthy of such confi idence and trust, be 
either discovered, or veeted with a nation’s authority. 

16. That such will be found to be, and to have alwavs 
been, the genuine Anglo-Saxon me iry or Exctuannp: thus 
respect ively ascertaining the proper legitimacy of a presidine 
mayistrate, as well as who are the natural leaders of a cus 
ple. 

17. Genuine government, in politics as ia religion, must be 
truly democratic; that is to say, where, in the words of an 
Apostle, there are ‘no Lords over God's heritage ;” and where 
elected functionaries, “ taking the oversight” of pr ublic af Fairs, 
‘not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, are ex xamples to the 
“block,” and “all are subject one to another ;” (I. Pet. v.) or 
in the words of Sir William Temple, where “all are governed 
mes = 

That with respect tothe five Elements of England’s 
gare Constitution, seen in p. 85 of the work now 
abridred, and again hereinafter fully and distinctly set forth, 
itis to be noted, that the first and ihe fifth are of gencral neces- 
ciiy and application; wnereas the second, third, and fourth, be- 
sides being generally essential, are, to self-government aud 
sclf- preservation, particul: os and pre-emip rently VITAL. 

19. ‘Phat respecting ~¢ the > hostility to Rights and Liberties of 
the En alisin Ot rarchs, who *Sconsit/ute chemseéves with what 


© powers aie. douse 3” and who, asalready observed, when 
tuey he ii se : violated laws of their own making, avert 


punishment by m: vking other aws to leralize their crimes; aH 
this Imiquiry being a i} fect, vhercof t! 1€ Normen counter? eit 
ts the Cause, whence tl ‘aki ions that aresponsibility of such 
Odlhiearehs is a phantom—a mere dream and delusion. 

20. That the three-fold Egis of England's freedom, found 
m the three VITAL elements, “that is too say,in DEFENCE by 
the resistless sword of the whole civil community; in JUS. 

TICE, by uninfluenced Juries; and in LAW-MAKING, by a 
truly popular representation; hath long been metamorphosed 
into a three-fold thraldom, namely ; first, the reverse of dc- 
fence, in an immense standing mercenary army, for com- 
a submission to unconstitutional, and therefore lawless 
power; sec iam he reverse of Juridical security, in a vast 
brie ion of the criminal law having been unconstitutionally 
taken from Patou nd given to arbitrary courts, commissioner 
and Justices of the Peace; and likewise iu an infamous 
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system of uniformly packing juries, for ceeidine politica 
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power being the parent, and protector of all tyranny, that is 
to say,in a mercenary standing packed parliament, forced on 
the people, partly by hereditary privileged Oligarchs, and 
partly by profligate traffickers in the seats of legislation, 
those seats made siock in trade to unprincipied speculators, 
who, on capital so employed, are enabied, through the into- 
Jerable confiscations of a taxation without representation, to 
make more than mercantile profits, or than the gains of for- 
bidden usury. 

21. That after England’s intellects has, for thirty} years, 
been insulted by the despicable nonsense of ‘* a Constitution 
‘‘ by law established,” a jargon made the basis of a wicked 
persecution, the English people, in the gross violation of 
EVERY vital element of their genuine polity, (as in the fore- 
going Aphorism is exemplified) must now, in sad and unques- 
tionable truth, behold ‘ aninestimable Constitution by law 
‘ subverted.’ * 





* Hicre may be noted the unspeakable superiority of knowledge to 
ignorance in political science ; as well as between the extremely wide 
difference between a superstitious wership of an unknown, imegi- 
nary, complicated, and mysterious Constitution ; and a rational de- 
vouon to onc that is accurately understood, and valued for its simpii- 
city and excellence. 

According to Bolingbroke (who, in the estimation of that great 
moral poet, Pope, was a profound philosopher and accomplished 
statesman,) the English Constitution was a complicated ‘ assemblage 
of laws, institutions, and customs ;” but which, however, he attempt- 
ed not to analyse for any practical application. According to Vield- 
ing (an acute lawyer anda celebrated pourtrayer of the variety in 
human character), that Constitution was ‘“¢as variable as the wea- 
ther,’’—it was “ neitber uniform nor parmanenl,’—having “ nothing 
fixed :” and it included ‘ all legislative and executive authority, all 
those municipal provisions, which are commonly called laws ;”—and, 
moreover, il embraced all “ the manners, customs, and habits of the 
people ;” but here, again, we have nothing ior practical application or 
use. 

How contrasted all this obscure and indefinile, thisimmeasureable, 
and unintelligible mass of imaginary matter, with the scientific and 
Juminous definition of the real and exquisitely siinple ENGuisu Con- 
STITUTION, Of practical application, by plain men, for every purpose 
of good government, public prosperity aud bappiness, as exhibiled in 
p. 85 of the work under consideration ! 

And note well the fatal consequences of ignorance! Ina sapposed 
Constitution of an infinity of ideal parts, and innumerable laws—laws 
which all knew to be of a changeable nature, when an individual law 
was, by another law, either repealed or rendered of no effect, it was, 
of course, concluded, that so minute an alteration in a variable com- 
pound of an infinity of parts, could be of no material conseqnence, 
atfecting the immensity of the remaining matter. While shrewd Qli- 
zarchs in power had the sageeity to see, thata single law might prove 
a deep stab to liberty ; and that the undernining of a single insuta- 
tion might paralyse the body politic. 

But let a Coxeriterion of no more than five Elemenis, and onl 
bree of thuse Eiemcuts of pre emenent vitals J 
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22, That the Oligarchs for gratifying their lust of lucre 
dave, ina Funding System, extended their pillage to distant 
posterity, whereby each succeeding generation of the nation 
shall submit to the intolerable wrong, must be borne in sla- 
very, and in their very boyhood be chained for life to the 
oar of hard and incessant labour, for discharging the interest 
of a debt not theirs, but that of the oligarchical robbers, in 
direct violation of a clear constitutional principle, which 
strictly forbids an annual expenditure exceeding the annual 
resources of the state. 

23. That as, consistently with the constitution and with free- 
dom, representative authority can only have duration for one 
year, and as the persons elected are only authorised to tax 
the generation of that one year, that is, those they represent, 


—_—— _ 





familiarly known by the people, for whose use and benefit it has been 
founded,—aud then the proposing of any law, directly to violate or to 
undermine any one of those three pre-eminently vital Elements, 
could not fail to cause a national sensation, and to raise up, in de- 
fence of the Constitution, an opposition sufficient to avert the threat. 
ened mischief. Here, therefore, will rush ou every intelligent mind 
and patrivt heart, a torrent of reflections and multitudinous feelings, 
touching the inestimable value of a simple—a familiarly known—and 
an enthusiastically venerated Constirution, so simple and so lumi- 
nous, asto prove asure standard and infallible criterion, whereby any 
proposed law might be as easily proved good or bad, as by a gold- 
smith’s assay metalis proved pure or adulterated. By this touch- 
stone we detect the impudent cheat of a ‘ Corstitulion by law esta- 
blished,” that hath so long been forced into currency for purposes tho 
most wicked, 

Aud how much we must be confirmed in a devotion to our GENUINE 
Constitution, When it is historically ascertained, that, during the 
six hundred years of its continuance, prior to the Norman aduitera- 
tion, no Anglo-Saxon Ling had ever allcinpled to become a despot, 
surrounding himself by hereditary depaty despots, of his own Crea - 
tion, to support a regal tyranny! And when, during those six hun- 
dred years, we discover no law aiming a death-blow at any one of the 
three pre-eminently vital principles of our inestimable Polity ! 

Then, again, when we further consider, that the Anglo-Saxon kings 
were ibus, for so many centuries, kept within bounds, merely by a 
general sense of the truths of their simple, but unwritten Polity, 
reigning in the hearts of themselves and the unlettered people, must 
we not infer, that, had a written definition thereof, nearly as concise 
as the Lord’s Prayer and only half as long as the Ten Commandments, 
been, like those documents, inscribed in ali churches, as well as made 
tw adorn all tribunals and public halls, that a much more potent in- 
fluence would have been the consequence. © 

Such ausage, implying a familiar acquaintance on the part of the 
People and their Magistrales, with all the three pre-eminently vital 
Elements, must, likewise, have implied such an attention to the na- 
tion’s ‘defence, in respect of the organization, training, and prompt- 
pess of action in the militias, as had they prevailed in practice, the 
Norman Duke bac never been Kugland’s hing. And whenever such 
may hereafter be the usage, could a thought of subverting a liberts, 
so linpressed onthe universal mind, and so rooted in every individues 
heart, ever tind its way into the imagination of a Rulers 
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to tax future generations, necessarily exceeas the repre- 
sentative authority. 

24. That, until the cary commencement of the 
Funding System i in the year 1694 (the same year that gave 
birth to the first statute for a ines t eee, ion of that stab 
to liberty, a triennial parliament) ExGuanop, for a period of 
six hundred years, even of Norman, Tudor, and Stuart 
tyranny, (a period fruitful in foreign as well as internal wars) 
had invariably confined her annual expenditure within the 
amount cf her annual resources ; and yet, as a state of the 
first rank, and of first rate influence ‘in Europe, had been 
eminently distinguished, 

2.5. That it was originally for the treacherous purpose of 
inftuencing the money lenders to support a corrupt and fac- 
tious government ona corrupt and factious motive, instead 
of a noble and public principle, that the expedience of run- 
nng in debt to prosecute a war for preserving a balance of 
European power, was artfully pretended, and the first un- 
coustitutional liberticide precedent of funding was unfor- 
tunately obtained ; while, in the end, when the accursed 
system with anticipating voracity, hath devoured the national 
vigour, it isnow seen that that Ccteas eis utterly destroyed ; 
and exhausted ExGLanv is condemned to be an imbecile 
and degraded spectator, tamely looking on, while an impious 
band of conspiring despots are trampling out the last sparks 
of continental freedom, as a prelude to the annihilation cf 
even England's independence and glory, and consequently 
her wonted patronage and protecuon of her natural alles, 
the states, aspiring to freedom. 

25. That it will illustrate the treasonable nature of the 
Fun ling Syste m, to advert to the Ii:berticide war of 1775, 
made on Anglo-: America, in order that, by taxation without 


aatere 


re presentation, she might be piiaged at the will of the Oli- 
garchs, as well as to the waging “9 that other liberticide 
war in 1798, for stifling in the cradle the infant freedom of 
France, and thereby cf ultimately siuaid ing the chains of ail 
Enrope. 

27. That it being the grand predominant motive, to the last 
of those wars, to silence the rising voice of Reform at home, 
much larger strides in mise % vere taken; more desperate 
courses were adopied; the first extravagant expenditure rapid- 
ly swelled to colossal dimensions ; that servile tool of the Oli- 
garchs, the Bankr, when drawn 02 to ins olvency, was bolstered 
up by unconsttul ional acts of ee ee nt, and 
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suffering people, where, by the unprincipled Oligarchs, by 
their own fraud and force, and for thetr own exclusive interest, 
ultimately contracted an we irciagats debt, which they, with 
no small effrontery, called the nation’s; and, through the 
deceptious paradoxes and fraudful rKaeceiiap of the Norman 
counterfeit, that debt of terrific magnitude is made to beggar, 
by taxation without representation, th 1On-contracting 
abused people, and to enrich the really contracting tyrant 
Oligarchs and their corrupt satellites. 

28. That so exquisite an oppression is unknown to the un- 
masked despotisms ot Turkey or Morocco where heavy as the 
hand of rapacity may fall on the wealthy living, yet the chil- 
dren’s children of unborn and distant generations of the poor, 
are not, asin England, objects of an anticipating pillage ; nor 
does the brutal hand of a fiscal aia in Turkey cr Morocco, 

asin Eneland, tear the bed from undera needy man who has 
not money to pay atax. In short, netther Turkey nor Mo- 
rocco hath been cursed with the truly infernal invention of a 
Funding System, whereoy generation after generation are 
born to bear the burden of a debt, not theirs, but contracted 
by the tyrants offthcir ancestors; and on that account to en- 
dure an excess of toil from boyhood to death or decrepitude. 

29. ‘That, it being an historical fact, that during the afore- 
said period of six hundred years prior to the unconstitutional, 
and therefore leg: ub Be nding Syste, the English people had 
never, in the shape of itcrest ona debt, been annually taxed 
a single shilling ; they in that shape only, are now illegally, 
because coatrary to the consti tution and to justice, annui ally 
taxed more than seven hundred millions of shillings, exclu- 
siveofa burthensome ta xalion joy supporting the most ex- 
pensive g government in the world. 

30. That, contemplating England's present condition, and 
the causes of that enue , it 1s hot easy toimagine that 
the ; ile king isters, under the guidance of the un- 
principled and arrogant Pitt, shen notin a great degree pur- 
panels acted on asystem suggested i the year 1767 by Sir 
James Stewart, in his work on Political Econo my, then pab- 
lished, Wherein itis accou nied an soni it on govern- 
ment, and t 
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ought never, fora moment, to be lost sight of. The policy 
with which, in different countries, discretionary taxation may 
be safely inflicted, is outof the question. It is the principle 
that is to be attended to; merely noting that, where the des- 
potism wears the mask of empty free forms, there it most 
plunders the people, even to a literal confiscation of their 
estates. Ferdinand, under sham accusations, may confis- 
cate as much as he pleases, or the whole of an individual 
Spaniard’s estate. The Oligarchs of England, when Mr. 
Pitt was their Minister, without any accusation, gn at one 
stroke, actually did confiscate a filth part of the whole na- 
tion’s landed estate, as already explained. Ferdinand, with 
all his despotism, and all his effrontery, dare not commit 
such a robbery in Spain, fallen as sheis!| For such plunder- 
ing, he must wait till he has gotten ‘ two hereditary cham- 
“bers ;” one by privilege, the other by usurpation. ‘“ That 
“the income of all the lands should be collected throughout 

‘“the country forthe use of the State ;—that all those em- 

‘« ployed in the proscribed luxurious arts, should be formed, 
‘under the former land proprietors, into a body of regular 
‘* ticops, oflicers, end soldiers, they, their wives and fami. 

‘* lies, being provided for at the public expence; that the 
“* peasants ‘should be ENSLAV pp, and cbliged to labour the 
‘‘oround with no view of profit to themselves; that no fo- 
‘reign trade, and very litthe domestic, should be encon- 
as raced ; but every man, willing to serve as a seldier, be re- 
“ceived and taken care of; and that those who incline to be 
‘©idle, or who are found superfluous, sent out of the coun- 
“tr, 

31. That in the Spartan Government, which Sir James 
Stewart professes to take for his model, and which he culo- 
gizes as ‘‘the most perfect plan of political economy any 
‘where to be met with, either in ancient or modern times,” 
he instances, as one of its usages, that, ‘‘ when the Sta- 
‘“‘ tutes had increased in number, above the proportion of la- 
‘““bonr required of them, it was permitted TO DESTROY 
“THEM BY WAY OF A MILITARY EXERCISE!!!” 


32. That England, having now had placed before her eycs 
the long felt domination of a eovernment de facto, under a 
Norman counterfeit, and the long SUS pended free system of 
a government de jure, under the genuine English Constitu- 
tion—lier bane, and ils antidote—it is trusted, that, reflect- 
ing on the degradation and misery of slavery, and contcm- 
plating also the dignity and febcity of freedom, she will, ac- 
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cording to their opposite merits, make a choice worthy of 
her renown as a political guide-star among the nations. 

Having thus premised a few necessary “observations, it is 
time we bring in view the document wherein will be found 
the sole remedy for the state’s disease, which, how various 
soever its symptoms, is yet ONE MALADY, namely, political 
slavery; and can yield to only ONE MEDICINE, namely, po- 
litical ‘liberty ; a medicine on the application of which, the 
malady, with all symptons, would disappear. 


at ee 


ENGLAND'S “ REDEMPTION FROM ABSOLUTE SLAVERY. * 


Whereas the Eneuiism Constirurion—the simplest and 
the best ever known to maukind,-~-had its origin in the year 
of Christ 450. It is a polity that, excluding whatever is in- 

convenient or redundant, is comprised in those five Ele- 
ments of which, and which alone, a perfect system of govern- 
nent must consist. Its attributes are these; first, being 
founded on immutable principles, it is unchangeable: 
secondly, songs and public defenee by arms, it equally 
secures: thirdly, having the faculty of Legislation, it can 
meet all emergencies, one embrace all improvements in the 
condition of society : fourthly, in the cognizance of offences, 
it guards public liberty against being w ounded through the 
sides of private offenders: and fifthly, for ail Executive Du- 
ties being performed in strict accordance with}its principles 
and its object, iteffectually provides. Such, and so iues- 
timable is the English Constitution ! 

And whereas, so potent was the influence of this simple 
Pouiry, that, throughout a period of time exceeding six 
jundred years, while the executive dutics were confided to 
Anglo-Saxon kings, although divers of them were stained 
with personal vices, and although the said Constirurion 
was no where written, except onthe hearts of the people and 
their magistrates, yet, not one of those Anglo-Saxon kings 
stands charged with an attempt to erect a despotism on the 
ruins of a Poniry of such perfection. 

3ut whereas, no sooner had the first: Norma become the 
chief Magistrs'e of England, and had sworn to observe the 
Anglo-Saxon institutions, than, by his atrocious acts for their 
subversion, he incurred the guilt of “the greatest of all trea- 
sons,” that against a free constitution, wherein he was but 
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England; and inplace thereof, imposed on the nation a com- 
plicated scheme of government, as pregnant as a Pandora's 
box with multitudinous mischicfs subservient. to arbitrary 
power. 

And whereas to that cnd, his rnsovaTIONs were innu- 
merable, while here it may suffice to specify only a very 
small proportion of those mischiefs. ‘* He de ‘populated 
‘¢ whole counties for the purposes of the King’s royal! diver- 

sions; the consciences of men were enslaved by sour ec- 
‘* clesiastics, devoted to a foreirn power, and importers of 
‘* superstitious novelties, engendered by the biindness and 
corruption of the times.—-The laws, as well as the prayers, 
were administered in an unknown tongue, as evident a 
badge of siavery as was ever imposed upon a conquered 
people. —The ancient ‘rial by Jury gave way to the im- 
pees decision by battcl. ~The Forest Laws totally restrain- 
‘Sed ail rural pleasures and manly recreations ; from which 
‘“ root sprung up a a slin—the Game Law, now arrived 
‘ to, and wan Lonipg in s hiehe est vigour In cities and 
‘‘ towns, all company was obliged to di sperse, and fire and 
candle to be pai ba lara by eight at night, at the sound 
cf the melancholy Curfew.—The ultimate property of all 
lands, and a considerable share of the present profits, 
were vested in the Kine, or by him granted out to his Nor- 
mans, who, by a ari idval prog ression of slavery, were ab- 
solute vassals to the Crown, and as absolute tyrants to che 
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66 people. — Unheard- of forfeitures, talliages, aids, and fines 
“ were arbitrarily ex trac ted from the pillaged landholders ; 
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and the King had always ready at his command an army 
of sixty thousand soldiers. ‘The mass of the population 
““were made “ villeins or bondmen:” so that the nation 
‘“ seems to have groaned under as absolute a slavery, as was 
inthe power ofa warlike, an ambitious, and politic a prince 
to create.” 

And whereas, ‘fearing danger to his power from that 
‘ annual council of sages,” denominaied the Witfenagemote, 
—the natural nobility of the land, elevated for their expe- 
— their talents, and their probity, to legislateral and 
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juridical dignity, the Norman, meditating a c- ctsive death- 
blow to Enelish Hberty, daringiy suppressed that virTar 
ELEMENT OF THE Constitey ron; and, having thus broker 
down so crand a bulwark of freedom, he as daringty reared 
wp in its stead as au outwork to the citadel of regal d Sspotism 

feudal court of warltament, wholly compesed of a band of 
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his barbarian war chiefs, bribed to servility, and imbued with 
a adendi enmity to the Anglo-Saxon liberty and equality, 
in being made by his (the King’s) mere we'll and eg 
heredi itary Lords, Legislators, and Judges of England, 

whose laws and language they were utter strangers ; fer 


failed bribed, by a sweeping tyrannical transfer to these 


privileg ced lords of immense estates, wrested by the iron 
hand of the crowned robber, from the English right owners. 

And whereas, there are historical grounds for believing, 
that the tyranny of the Norman Eings with their privileced 
lords, was tetally un: ited until the 49th vear hid Hienry 
the Third, a per ‘iod full two hu ndred years; when, it 
should seem, that, in consec juence 0! ‘a civil war amone the 
tyrants themselves, the commonalty of England, for the first 
time after the Norman subversion of their Constitution, re- 
covered a mere scrap of representation. 

And whereas, through the conspiring villainies of king- 
craft, soldier-craft, lawver-craft, and priest-eraft, the Nor 
man usurpation had become so fou! a mixture of warring 
contradictions and absurdiues, chat the beautiful simplicity 
ofthe Anglo-Saxon Potiry was wholly lost in the hideous- 
ness of the complicated Norman counterfeit, which proved so 
chaotic a “farrago,” itis a not — fact, that, intelligibly to 
define it, was found to exceed al! human ahility; even al- 
thouch, for provoking the learning aud literature of its par- 
tizaus to the attempt, ‘the rauntlet of a challenger was, thirty 
years ago, boldly and publicly thrown down by a champion 
of liberiy;—but that gauntlet, no one of those learned par- 
tizans cver ventured to take up. 

And whereas, this Norman farrago, this chaotie counter- 
eit, consequently deserves not to bo otherwise speken of, 
thania the sarcastic words of the said challenger, as “a 
‘form of Government which constitutes--itself with what 
‘* powers it pleases.’ * 

‘And whe ‘reas, those tvords not only characterize a despot- 
ism, but likewise show why it hath proved a masked and 
mysterious engine of misrule; while one only of its innu- 
‘ rable fruits of ‘bitterness, whereby the nature of the tree 
is made known, is a taxation infinitely exceeding any thing 
practicable where tyranny is unmasked. . 

And whereas, the rulers themselves have been so far from 
denying the od: OUS charge of heinously assu ming - what 


‘powers they please,” that, iu words exaetly equivalent, 
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they have, within the last thirty years, repeatedly ‘* enact. 
“ed,” that “the Constitution and Government” were on!y 

such as rulers, for the time being, have ‘‘ by law a 
‘* blished.” 

And whereas, in exemplification of this monstrous tyranny, 
the nation is accustomed to see, that, when its rulers have 
criminally violated laws of their own making, how easily they 
avert punishment, by making other laws to legalize their 
crimes. 

And whereas, social or political liberty, in having its foun- 
dation on the eternal law of God, when he created man 2 
social, moral, and rational being, endowed with free-will, is 
inherently a birthright of mankind; and, therefore, agreea- 
bly to the maxim, that ‘** bad customs or usages,” (more es- 
peciaily the 1nnovatTrons of tyrannical power,) ‘ because 
‘therein, not length of time, but solidity of reason is to be 
‘* considered, are to be abolished.” 

And whereas, in respect of a tyrannical innovation whereby 
political liberty is violated, the longer and longer such an in- 
novation hath afflicted a nation, the stronger and stronger is 
the argument for its being made to cease. 

And w hereas, adv ertine to an observation tudes Black- 
stone, when speaking of the Norman innovations, that‘ta 
“ Repenprion of themselves and their posterity; from an abso- 
‘* Jute slavery, shad found abundant work for all the succeeding 
“generations, itis seen that, whatever hath been yet done, 
although it may have furnished fetters of stee! which at first 
were unpolished, or in place of iron shackles may have sub- 
stituted golden chaias, yet it is No ‘“‘Repemprian,” because 
the whole hath been a mere tankering of the counterfeit in- 
stead of restoring the Constitution. And whereas, most 
indubitable it is, that chained and enslaved the Nation must 
continue to be, so long as THE THREE MUST VITAL ELE- 
MENTS OF ENGLAND'S SACRED AND UNCHANGEABLE Po- 
LITY SHALL CONTINUE AS THEY NOW ARE,—not merely 
suppressed; but metamorphosed into engmes of tyranny, 
that is to say, ina violation of the second element, by the 
county power being changed into a mercenary st: inding army, 
twice as strong as the Norman’s s; in aviolation of the fourth 
clement, by the protecting Trial by Jury, being in political 
cases, systematically and infamously packed from a bandittt 
of assassins; and ina violation of the third element, by an 
assembly of annually-elected wise and virtuous Representa- 
tives, being converted intoa corrupt septennial packed parha- 
nent, set over the people by usurping Oligarchs, in contempt 
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of justice and freedom, and in open defiance of the laws of 
God and man. ‘RepemMprTion,” there can be none, until the 
CONSTITUTION BE RESTORED. 

Wherefore the Peopre or EnGranp, through their au- 
thorised deputies, in council assembled, indig enantly reflect- 
ing on the indescribable mass of evil which they and their ane 
cestors, for SEVEN CENT Unies, have grievously suffered, b 
the so long duration of ‘¢ a form of government de facto, that 
‘* confers on itself what powers it pleases,’ to the suppres- 
sion of a sacred government de jure, with powers conferred 
by the Peopie, and limited by their inestimable Potiry; 
as well as anxiously intent on a complete ‘‘ RepEmprion 
‘* of themselves and their posterity from an absolute slavery,” 
by restoring the English Constitution, instead of longer 
tankering the Norman counterfeit—a labour, as the sad ex- 
perience of seven centuries hath evinced, of mere vanity and 
vexation of spirit!—they, Tue PEOPLE OF ENGLanp, by 
this their ConstivutionaL Acr anp Deep, do now hereby 
solemnly determine, will, decree, declare, and proclaim the 
atrocity of the aforesaid Norman treason,—the wickedness 
of the Norman innovations, and the nullity of the Norman 
counterfeit ; as well as the full, complete, and absolute rein- 
Statement of “ THAT ANCIENT CONSTITUTION WHEREOF 
“ our ANGLO-SAXON FOREFATIHERS WERE UNJUSTLY DE- 
““ PRIVED, PARTLY BY THE POLICY, AND PARTLY BY 
“rig FORCE, OF THE NornMan;” * whieh sacred and un- 
changable ConsrirTuTion is, in the succeeding section of the 
present ACT AND DEED, defined and set forth. 


Secrion II. 
And the propite or EnGtanpn, through their said autho- 
rised Pyare do hereby farther say and preclaim, that the 
sacred unchangable EnGuisu Constitution is truly set 
forth and defined as follows, namely :— 
Exvrement 1.—Those principles of trut uth and morality on 
which political liberty, and social order, depend. 
II. A militia of all men capable of arms bearing. 
Ill. A Wittenagemote, annually elected by the people, for 
enacting laws. 
1V. Grand and Petit Juries of the people, fairly drawn, 
for applying the laws. 
V. A Magistracy, elected by the people, for duly perform- 
ing all executive duties. 
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Section If. 

And the Prorie or EvGranp, through their aforesaid 
Duputies, do hereby further will, decree, and declare, that 
the five several series of Fundamental P: inciples, for — 
tively illustrating the five Elements of the Constitution :— 


that the thereunto subdjoined body of Aphorisms, illustrative 


of the Constitution generally ;—that the three fundamental 


Jaws, for respectiv ely giving practical effect to the theory of 


the second, third, and fourth of the Elements ; and that the 
seven collections of admonitary declarations, fot warning fu- 
tnre Wittenagemotes against erroneous legislation ; —-w hich 
Principles, Aphorisms, aid Declarations, are now approved 
= seid be placed at the head of the legal code of the 


nee Ea 
Such is the kind of acr axp DEED which the writer’ 
salina teaches him to believe England must adopt ere 
freedom and prosperity can be hers. He long entertained 
sanguine expectations, that her progress to that goal might 


wh 


have been by the road of a radical reform of the Commons 
Howse. In consequence of such a reform, he judged that 
so salutary a change inthe conduct of hereditary power and 
privilege might have been wrought, that their deleterious 
qualities would have been soneutralized as to have become 
innoxious ; and that when the possessors found themselves 
divested of the power of mischief, empty pageantry would 
lose its charms, and be gladly exchanged for real patriotism. 
Tiis experience, he repeats, gives him a new view of the 
case, 


If Excruawp, in this age of illumination, do indeed retain 
mm her mind a solitary thought or recollection touching Free- 
dom, or that have even reference to her independence ona 
conclave of conspiring cena ; or ifin her bosom there lin- 
eer one spark of honour, for once more lighting up a flame 
of patriot glory, such, Reader, as os foregoing ACT AND 
DEED, must in his humble judgment, be the tenour and 
spirit of her determination, wh sade may its style and 
phraseology. 


(Ty be continued.) 
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